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L E T T E R F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T

O

ur recently completed Annual Meeting at Smith College began early on a Friday morning with learned
presentations on Greek philosophy, on Greek sculpture, or (Latine, mirabile dictu!) on how to use coins in teaching
Latin. The last sessions on Saturday afternoon found a roomful
of Latin teachers running around (literally; it was kind of scary)
trying to connect with their teammates to win a vocabulary game
that actually makes students work together or, in another venue, teachers staying well after the appointed time of the session
(at the end of two very full days) to discuss how to make Latin
classrooms welcoming to all students, with particular attention
to those who might be marginalized or even excluded in other spaces. How marvelously wise and talented CANE members are, and how generous and supportive of each other in our
shared mission. It is our tradition to include in our formal letter
of thanks to the host institution a copy of the Resolution proclaimed at our Gavel Ceremony, along with a translation. In his
elegant Resolution, Jacques Bailly called the learning we share
“tam venerabilis quam callida.” I think this beautiful phrase captures so well the essence of CANE and since each epithet seems
untranslatable in a single word, I took the liberty of rendering
the phrase somewhat fancifully as “so steeped in tradition, yet
so attuned to the needs of a changing world.” CANE members
really do it all.
There is a delightful scene in Atul Gawande’s book Being
Mortal where the author’s father has finally decided to enter
hospice care. The cast of characters: the patient, a renowned
doctor; his wife, a renowned doctor; his son, a renowned doctor;
the hospice nurse. Gawande’s expectations were not high. Here
was a nurse from “Appalachian Community Hospice, for God’s
sake” (i.e., Boeotia). As it happens, the nurse takes charge and ef-
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ficiently moves the family through the process of beginning hospice care; she matter-of-factly brings up important issues that
the family had somehow not got around to discussing. I pictured
a CANE paper or workshop session, where a secondary school
teacher commands a room of the learned. The only difference
is that we would not have begun with such low expectations,
because we all know the crucial role each of us plays in educating
all of our students about the ancient world.
To you college and university faculty who treat the rest of us
as intellectual peers, we thank you. And to you primary and secondary teachers who recognize that higher education faculty are
also talented teachers and dedicated to developing their practice
as much as we are, a salute. It has been a delight to serve as President of CANE this past year. I never stop being both humbled
and inspired when I see how much great teaching is happening
in our classrooms all over New England.
Foolishly, in my last President’s message I referred to Scott
Bradbury, the Chair of The Smith College Classics Department
and the Chair of our Local Arrangements Committee by the
wrong name. What makes the mistake particularly humiliating
is that even my email knew his name. It had come to the point
where I would began an email, “I have a problem,” and my gmail
would automatically populate the “To:” line with “Scott Bradbury.” If anyone deserves to have his name right, it is Scott Bradbury. It was his meticulous attention to detail that made things
run so smoothly at Smith College this March.
I hope to see many of you this July in Rhode Island for our
Summer Institute at Brown University, and then next March in
New Hampshire for our 111th Annual Meeting at Phillips Exeter
Academy.
With affection,
Sean Smith
President, Classical Association of New England
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